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QUARTERLY STOCK REPORTS 


Census Bureau Issues Figures on Supplies of 
Selected Canned Foods on July 1 


Stocks of four canned vegetables, two fruits, and salmon 
in the hands of canners and distributors on July 1, 1940, were 
smaller than on the corresponding date of last year, accord- 
ing to the quarterly canned food stock report prepared by 
the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with the National 
Canners Association and the Association of Pacific Fisheries. 


In terms of number of cases, all sizes combined, canners’ 
and distributors’ stocks of salmon were down almost 25 per 
cent from last year. The number of cases of pinks was most 
reduced, canners’ stocks falling 47.2 per cent and distribu- 
tors’ stocks 32.2 per cent. Distributors’ stocks of tuna were 
also off slightly. The number of cases of sardines increased, 
however, except for the imported brands, this latter item 
reflecting the war situation. The decrease in distributors’ 
stocks of salmon from ~~ ago is in contrast to the increase 
of 62.6 per cent reported a year ago as the gain July 
1, 1938, and July 1, 1939. 


The following table summarizes the data on canners’ and 
distributors’ stocks on July 1 compared with stocks three 
months ago and a year ago in terms of number of cases all 
sizes combined : 

Canners’ Stocks Distributors’ Stocks 
Change July 1, Change 
1940, from July 1, 1940, from— 
July 1, 1939 April 1, 1940 July 1, 1939 


Vegetables.—Stocks of canned peas, according to distribu- 
lors cooperating in this survey, were 16.1 per cent under July 
1, 1939. On April 1, 1940, their stocks had been approxi- 
mately 8 per cent under the same date a year earlier. During 
1939, their stocks were, in general, higher than in 1938. 
Canners, reporting old stocks only, showed a decrease of 69.5 
per cent in the number of cases since July 1, 1939. 


For each of the other canned vegetables on which reports 
are received, the stocks of canners were down more sharply 
than were those of distributors. The smallest decrease, 8.2 


per cent, was in the holdings of cases of corn by distributors. 
‘xcept for canners’ holdings of corn, distributors’ and can- 
ners’ stocks of corn, tomatoes, and beans were higher a 

ago than on July 1, 1938. For most of those items, therefore, 
the holdings tend toward the July, 1938, level. 


The following table shows sold and unsold stocks on se- 
lected dates: 


July 1, 1940 April 1, 1940 July 1, 1939 


2,014,491 


Peaches and pears.—Canners’ and distributors’ stocks of 
canned peaches and pears were also lower on July 1, 1940, 
than a year earlier, the number of cases in the hands of can- 
ners being down more sharply than the number held by dis- 
tributors. The latter reported decreases of about 10 per cent 
from a year ago for these two items, while canners reported 
33 per cent fewer cases of pears and 17 per cent fewer cases 
of peaches. For the last seven consecutive quarters, canners’ 
stocks of these two fruits have been in smaller volume than 
at the same date one year earlier. Over the same period, 
until this quarter, distributors’ stocks of peaches had in- 
creased. Distributors’ stocks of pears have been reported 
at a lower level in the last four reports. 


(Continued on page 6286) 


F. T. C. Issues Order Against Commission Company 


Subsidiary of Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. Ordered to Cease 
Accepting Discounts in Lieu of Brokerage 


On July 24, 1940, the Federal Trade Commission issued an 
order directing the Atlantic Commission Company, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the Great Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co., 
to cease and desist from accepting allowances or discounts in 
lieu of brokerage in connection with purchases it makes for 
its own account. 


The findings issued by the Commission point out that the 
Atlantic Commission Company, in addition to making pur- 
chases for the A & P Co., purchases substantial quantities 
of various commodities for its own account. The Commission 
found that in making purchases of the latter type, the com- 
mission company had on several instances purchased at a 
so-called “net price” or “net basis”, which reflected a reduc- 
tion in price equal to the amount of brokerage that the seller 
customarily paid to other buyers. 


For example, where a seller customarily sold a commodity 
to his customers at $1, paying 5 cent commission to a broker, 
he sold direct to the commission company at 95 cents. The 
granting of this lower price to the commission company was 
found to represent an allowance in lieu of brokerage in 
violation of the brokerage sections of the Robinson-Patman 
Act. In addition, the commission company sometimes re- 
ceived from sellers so-called quantity discounts which were 
found to have been computed on the basis of the brokerage 
savings realized by sellers who sold direct to the commission 
company. This also was found to be a violation of the Act. 


Publication 
Commodity 
Disrainvtons: Cases Cases Cases 
771,064 998 , 200 881,398 
Green and wax beans ........... 446,159 519,913 573,011 
Cannens 
Green and wax beans ........... 700,451 2,352,447 
| Vegetables: Per cent Per cent Per cent 
—60.5 - 4.2 —16.1 
—53.3 —16.5 - 8.2 
—61.8 -14.2 —22.3 
Fruits: 
—33.0 - 9.0 
—17.6 -17.7 - 7.8 
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Stocks of peaches and pears in the hands of representative 
distributors and of canners on July 1, 1939, and 1940, and 
ane 1, 1940, together with percentage changes are shown in 

the following sable pede Ay by the Bureau of the Census: 


, 1940, from-— 
July 1, 
1940 1939 
Canes Cases Cases Percent = Per cent 
537,606 665,677 600,819 -—19.2 
201,450 267,380 221,370 —24.7 - 0.0 


Commodity 


July 1, 
1940 


April i, July 1, 
1940 1939 


-17.2 
—33.0 


1,748,200 3,024,482 2,110,008 
168,849 608,325 252,080 


—42.2 
-72.2 


Salmon, tuna and sardines.—Statistics are shown in the 
table below of representative distributors’ stocks of canned 
salmon, tuna and sardines. The figures are based upon 
reports from the same firms for each date. 

Change 
July 1, 1940, from- 
April 1, July 1, 
1940 1939 


Commodity July 1, 


1940 

Cases 
. $10,872 
125,671 
134,417 
50,784 
136,415 
184 
101,035 
50,273 
33,678 


April 1, July 1, 
1940 1939 


Percent Per cent 
—23.3 
~17.7 
—20.5 
—18.7 
—23.2 
—18.1 
~11.9 
—26.4 
-21.4 


Cases 

413,246 
136 , 238 
198,114 
78,804 
139,061 
161,111 


Cases 
416,807 
152,680 
190,705 

73,512 

177 
225.845 
114,657 

68.346 

42,842 


Salmon, total 
Reds. 
Pinks... 
Other... 


Sardines, total 
California. . 
Maine..... 
Imported. . 


Representative data on canners’ inventories of stocks of 
unsold salmon compiled by the Association of Pacific Fish- 
eries are shown in the table below. The figures represent 
the combined reports of companies accounting for 98 per 
cent or more of the total pack. 

June 30, March 30, June 30, 
1940 140 1939 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
750,835 1,369,535 900,827 1,324,362 
500,228 984,688 727,170 813,800 
40,417 154,677 76,500 245,305 
111,190 230,170 196,058 265,248 


March 31, 
1939 


Salmon, total. . 
Alaska reds 
Pinks 
Other 


Handbook on Packing Published by Bureau 


A new handbook “Modern Export Packing” has been pub- 
lished by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
The handbook covers the entire field of packing for export to 
serve as a guide to American manufacturers and shippers. 
While designed especially for general use in export trade, 
the fundamental principles described and illustrated through- 
out the book are applicable to domestic packing and should 
be of value to shippers engaged in domestic trade. 

The book can be obtained from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., 
or from any of the field offices of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce for $1.00 a copy. 


Veterans Bureau Asks Bids on Canned Corn 


Bids to be opened on August 21st were asked this week by 
the Veterans Administration at Washington, D. C., on 19,400 
cases of Golden Bantam canned corn and 5,450 cases of 
white canned corn, 24 No. 2 cans to the case. Deliveries are 
to be made to specified warehouses in Perryville, Maryland, 
San Francisco, and Chicago. 


Effective Date of Private Motor Carrier 
Regulations Postponed to October 1, 1940 


An error was made in the INFORMATION LETTER of 
last week regarding the postponement by the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission of the effective date of 
the regulations relative to the operation of motor 
vehicles used to transport property by private carriers. 
The effective date of these regulations has been post- 
poned from August 1 to October 1, 1940. 


Chief of Food Supply Section Selected 


George Livingston, of Champaign county, Illinois, has been 
designated chief of the Food Supply Section of the Agricul- 
tural Division of the National Defense Advisory Commission. 
Mr. Livingston’s appointment was announced August 1 by 
Chester C. Davis, head of the Agricultural Division. He was 
executive vice-president of the Millers National Federation 
from 1928 to 1938. 


Mr. Livingston's duties will include direction of appropriate 
surveys on plant capacity, storage facilities, supplies and 
other related data in the food field. He will also maintain 
liaison with the Department of Agriculture and other govern- 
ment agencies as well as with private agricultural and trade 
groups in development of information essential in defense 
planning as it relates to food supplies. 


Indexes of Wholesale and Retail Prices 


The all-commodity index on July 27, 1940, was .3 of a 
point lower than the index a week earlier and 2.5 points 
higher than at the corresponding date in 1939, according to 
figures of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The index for all 
foods was lower by .8 of a point than the preceding week, 
but it likewise showed a gain over the 1939 index of 2.9 
points. 


The retail index of all foods on June 18, 1940, was up 1.3 
points over the figure for May 14 of this year and it was 4.7 
points above the corresponding index for June 13, 1939. 
Most of this increase was in the fresh fruits and vegetables 
group, whose index rose 7.9 points from May to June of this 
year. The index of canned fruit and vegetable prices de- 
clined .2 of a point during the same period. 


In the following tables, derived from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports, the indexes for wholesale prices are based 
on the average for the year 1926 taken as 100 per cent. The 
retail price indexes are based on the average for the period 
1935-39 taken as 100 per cent. 


Wholesale Prices — 
~~ 27, July 20, July 13, July 6, June 20, July 29, 
1940 1940 1940 1940 1930 


All commodities 


77.6 
70.4 


77.9 
71.0 


77.5 
70.4 


77.1 
69.7 


74.8 
66.7 


——————Retail - 
June 18, May 14, April 16, June 15, 
940 


Fresh fruits and vegetables... . 
Canned fruits and vegetables. . . 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF CANNED FOODS 


Figures on exports of canned foods during the past six months 
have been released this week by the Department of Commerce and 
show that exports of canned vegetables, condensed and evaporated 
milk, salmon, sardines, and pineapple and grapefruit juice have 
been greater in quantity during the first six months of 1940 than 
they were during the first six months in 1939, Exports of canned 
vegetables almost trebled. Exports of meats and shrimp were 
somewhat smaller and exports of fruits decreased by over 25,000,- 


June, 1940 


sai 
2822 


| 


Vegetables, total 


Asparagus 
Beans, baked and with pork... . 


Corn 


Tomato paste and puree 

Tomato juice. 

Other vegetables 
Condensed milk 


Shellfish — 
Shrimp 
Other shellfish 

Fruits, total 
Grapefruit 
Loganberries 
Apples and sauce 
Apricots 


Vineapples. . 
Fruit salad and cocktail 
Other fruits 
Fruit juices: 
lineapple. 
Grapefruit... 
Orange 
Other fruit juices 


741,615 
5,278 


Anchovies . 
Other fish in oil 
Other fish not in oil. ........ 
Caviar and other roe 
Shellfish 
Crab meat and sauce 
Clams and oysters 
Lobsters 
Other shellfish 


Vegetables: 
Veas 
Vimientos 
Mushrooms 
omatoes 
Tomato paste and sauce....... 
Other vegetables 

Fruit: 
Vineapple, dutiable............ 
Vineapple, free (Philippines).... 
Mandarin oranges 


#85. - 
== 


£22 


382 


146,834 
1,023,457 


000 pounds. During the month of June 1940, exports of vegetables, 
condensed and evaporated milk, salmon, and most fruit juices 
showed increases when compared with June 1939, but exports of 
meats, sardines, shrimp, and fruits decreased. The following table, 
compiled from figures of the Department of Commerce, shows de- 
tails of imports and exports during June, 1939 and 1940, and 
during the first six months of these two years: 


Jan.-June, 1939 


22883: 
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5,53 
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118,919 
14,911 


1,141,171 
533 , 228 


o 
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9,746 , 787 
325,424 
620,918 

8,058,371 


S82 8832 
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125,092 

83,250 

361,572 
16,483 ,783 
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June, 1939 Jan.-June, 1940 
Exports Pounds Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
rrr ee 1,318,277 352,741 $83 539 7,906,802 $2,508,877 7,689,167 $2,054 
Reef, corned, ete.............. 20 11,996 2,426 184 43,668 193 ,961 41 
64,107 3,194 916 724,555 273 004 340,408 107 h 
980 939 145,107 42,930 5,185,795 1,771,281 5,190,707 1,458 
116,193 59,502 14,412 881.204 240,217 689,480 190 
136 ,541 132,942 22,855 030.424 180 ,617 1,265,611 256 
4,098,772 5,547 , 287 384 377 20,442,509 1,828,207 19,572,000 3,285 
2.108, 105 813 119,657 6,643,418 881,032 2,769,478 406 
561,076 2,201,796 093 2.784 112,811 20,041,819 1,190 
231.007 69 868 5,374 1,519,777 107 , 288 935 63 
163 246,174 17,154 2,201,886 140,974 1,949,708 148 
278.441 410,513 35,363 1 
Tomatoes 74,408 884 373 46,516 
00.556 162,833 10,580 
208 573 150,412 11,070 1 
381,553 509 45,181 2,905,916 247 3,262,154 271,960 
195 34,707 1,104,043 130 ,680 085 123,221 2,008 359 308 ,323 
Evaporated 1,708, 856 118,212 4,550,488 330,066 11,332,127 733,400 19,658,235 1,405,617 
Fish: 
066 135,610 4,332 656.614 19,938,868 2,050,777 21,277,239 3,805,216 
2,373,061 145 1,970 136.454 24,136,702 1,585,229 41,800,170 3,076,643 
Other fish 20.845 5,126 0,377 1,115,610 4.015 1,598,064 166 
424,725 88,791 160 26,200 2,847 463 1,215,865 193 ,300 
92,537 13,082 00 14,532 478,150 74,454 410,927 67 
11,561,904 740,556 5,835 8,469,161 
4,517,731 230.444 4,587 955 2,557,718 
52,021 4,319 3 26 887 
40,235 4,050 28 24,510 
780 807 34.284 31 01,000 
519,451 33,512 37 305 
Cherries 58.702 5,105 56 85 50.566 
45,080 3,037 56.328 4,800 627.743 43.080 321,319 
1,780,773 114,418 202,054 20.572 32,264,134 1,033 888 1,778,780 
Pears 1,634,005 114,084 149,468 13,714 20 880,276 1,081,435 1,144,201 
1,121,821 01.104 253.134 18,451 8,477,971 658 469.539 
803 77 870 225,072 23,848 15,471,692 1,497,410 1,477 
106,744 17,520 113,450 11,203 1,604,369 146,055 131,236 
83,119 51,760 101,689 48.309 385 , 593 217,496 192,050 
211,348 58 220 70,016 1,240,148 414,843 566 
58,619 40,201 52,814 20,084 259.402 192,873 121,602 
38,818 35 77 47,420 184,204 166 , 281 230.445 
Imports 
Meat: 
7 878 4,850,792 530 , 500 40,996,173 4,000,730 38,075,495 
22,713 1,013 470 124 356 33,380 48,920 | | 
Milk: condensed and evaporated. . 17,285 992 226 21 95,590 5,745 1,582 155 
Fivh: 
lacked in 
Sardines 2,376,683 336,133 857,178 123 , 520 1 1,957,291 7,404,422 
108,756 70,134 316,858 108 ,023 483,010 1,562, 188 
646,760 104,500 204,144 45,005 763 .720 4,302,004 689,176 
73,585 16,351 63,844 12,401 78,015 343,144 93.471 
775,701 78.411 211,781 28.703 680 4,050,103 453.247 
14,982 5.726 19,048 12,400 45,670 88,746 55,456 
792,064 236,142 630 , 488 186.444 1,755,561 2,083,118 
74,261 15,549 6,140 105,778 69 804 
250,126 111,710 58,771 208 202,840 
050 , 860 73,519 112,170 8, 610,880 633 , 236 
25,778 16,751 930 108 ,653 8,199 
35,505 15,537 9,612 
00,177 18,682 5,021 90 84,708 
5,500,534 2,401 587 121,170 1,350,406 783 
503,784 520,728 50,902 284 303 007 
15,774 11,021 779 6,049 132,041 8,041 
2,308 119 1,506,246 76,129 9, || 399, 256 6, 185,506 268 698 
5,153,507 164 0,245,300 534 18,210,326 735 445 19,507,753 1,023,828 
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Fruit Situation Reported by Bureau 


Fruit production in 1940 probably will be slightly smaller 
than in 1939 but it should provide adequate supplies for all 
requirements, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics reports 
in the July issue of The Fruit Situation in summarizing the 
late July situation for fresh fruits. Prospects for exports to 
continental Europe this season are not bright; hence, a 
larger proportion of this season's output apparently will 
be sold in the domestic market. In that event, supplies of 
fresh fruits for the United States market will be slightly 
larger than in 1939. The present outlook is for smaller total 
supplies of canned and dried fruits this season, but here 
again the supplies available for the domestic market may 
be larger than in 1939. 

Prospects for some fruits declined slightly during June but 
the outlook for others improved, the Bureau’s summary 
stated. The condition of apples in 38 States having com- 
mercial production declined during the month as a result 
of unfavorable weather and a heavier than usual June 
“drop.” Condition as of July 1 was 8 per cent below that 
of a year earlier. Prospects for cherries declined 3 per 
cent; and apricot production is 14 per cent smaller than was 
indicated on June 1. Prospects for peaches, pears, Cali- 
fornia plums, and dried prunes, however, improved during 
the month. As compared with production in 1939, the out- 
look is for smaller crops of apples, apricots, cherries, grapes, 
peaches and prunes but larger crops of pears, plums, and 
the citrus fruits. 

Marketings of the new crops are getting started later than 
in 1939, and shipments in mid-July were considerably smaller 
than a year earlier. Market prices were declining seasonally 
but averaged about the same as in 1939. Apple prices in 
mid-July were somewhat higher than a year earlier, as were 
early grape prices. 


Changes in Canadian Meat and Canned Foods Act 


A number of changes in the Canadian Meat and Canned 
Foods Act have recently been made, including one permitting 
the use of calcium chloride in tomatoes. 

It is announced that the regulations governing the stand- 
ardization of containers will not be enforced until January 
1, 1941, but after that date all imported food products must 
comply with the regulations for standard containers. 

Canners wishing details of the other changes made in the 
regulations may obtain these by writing to the Association or 
to the Fruit and Vegetable Division, Department of Agricul- 
ture, Ottawa, Canada. 


New Asparagus Publication Appears 


“Asparagus, Its Planting, Care and Management” is the 
title of a new publication just issued by the Extension 
Service of the Illinois Agricultural Experiment Station. 
It contains information on the underground and above- 
ground development of the asparagus plant; discusses fac- 
tors to be kept in mind in growing crowns for permanent 
planting or buying them from professional growers; and 
describes the cultural methods to be followed to insure a 
good crop and the care necessary for the mature plantation. 
Harvesting and marketing asparagus, both for the fresh 
market and canners is discussed in this circular, and grades 


for the crop, published by the U. S. Department of Agricul. 
ture and the Illinois State Department of Agriculture are 
included. The number of this circular is 507, and the 
Raw Products Bureau will be glad to send copies to members 
upon request. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot shipments of green peas and of spinach were larger 
in volume during the week ending July 27, 1940, than during 
the comparable week of 1939, according to statistics of the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. Carlot shipments of snap 
and lima beans and tomatoes were smaller. Shipments of 
fruits also were smaller. 

The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 


Week ending— Season total to— 
July 27, July 27, July 20, July 27, July 27, 
1939 1940 1940 1939 1940 


6,519 4,065 
20,363 16,188 
5,181 4,079 
6,181 5,506 


48,872 47,243 


New York School for Mold Counters 


The third annual training school in mold counting tech- 
nique for factory control of tomato products will be held 
at the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Geneva, during the week of August 5th. 


The school is co-sponsored by the staff members of the 
Station and the Association of New York State Canners. 
The instructors are from the research departments of the 
National Canners Association, and the American and Con- 
tinental Can Companies. 

In view of the recent announcement of reduction in mold 
count tolerances by the Food and Drug Administration, it 
is anticipated that the enrollment in the school will be larger 
than in previous years. 
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